dissemination and diffusion of information" (p. 40) and suggested the need to "disseminate findings broadly" (p. 40). Others commented that "geriatric scholarship is underrepresented in academic nursing and in nursing practice" (Mezey, Fulmer, & Fairchild, 2000, p. 29) . Unfortunately, at that time (2000), these eminent geriatric nursing leaders were right on target! Early research in gerontological nursing was largely atheoretical and plagued by small samples and lack of rigorous designs and analyses. Happily, in recent years, the state of the science has changed considerably, and the scholarly base and intellectual leadership has expanded so greatly that by 2008, the field was poised to embrace a journal such as RGN that would more broadly disseminate findings from gerontological nursing research.
It has been a pleasure and privilege to be part of this evolution of gerontological nursing science and to have served as the first editor of RGN. To all who have supported, guided, and challenged me along the way, many thanks.
